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ABSTRACT

This research aims to utilize the concept of social resilience and
its key influential components in the design of affordable
housing, aiming to enhance social resilience within the Bagh
Khalaj informal settlement in Arak. Today, with the rapid
population growth and uncontrolled migration from rural areas to
major cities, we are witnessing the emergence and expansion of
informal and deteriorated urban areas. These marginalized zones
represent parts of the city that have been neglected, where living
and housing conditions are extremely inadequate. Informal
settlements, as a complex social issue, arise within an intricate
network of interactions influenced by various factors. The
presence of multiple problems and socio-economic crises has
drawn attention to the concept of social resilience and crisis
management within these settlements. Social resilience, as one
dimension of overall resilience, refers to the capacity of
individuals and communities to adapt and adjust to changing
conditions. The research method is applied in nature and adopts
an analytical—interpretive research method. Data were collected
through library research and questionnaires. A total of 384
questionnaires were distributed within the study area, and the
collected data were analyzed using SPSS software. In addition,
using the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) method, the
components of social resilience were compared in pairs and
prioritized according to their importance in the design process.
Findings indicate that the level of social resilience was assessed
to be below the desired threshold. However, by integrating the
key components of social resilience into housing design, it is
possible to create residential environments that promote and
strengthen social resilience. This study thus contributes to the
theoretical framework of social resilience and suggests practical
strategies for designing affordable housing in informal urban
settlements.
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